
CHARDONNAY takes over the Wine Spectator Insider this week, with reviews for both California 

Chardonnay and white Burgundy. James Laube covers Napa, Sonoma and Carneros Chardonnays 

from the classic-rated 2007 vintage, as well as some of the 2008s starting to hit the market. You’ll 

find new tasting notes for wines from some of California’s top names in Chardonnay, including Du-

Mol, Lewis, Paul Hobbs, Sbragia and more.

Bruce Sanderson looks at 30 white Burgundies this week, including three that can be found 

among the Hot Wines, on page 4. All the bottlings are from the 2007 vintage, which Sanderson 

says is noted for precise, pure and elegant wines with lively structures, and many come from the 

Chassagne-Montrachet appellation and the grand cru vineyard Corton-Charlemagne.
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California
DUMOL
Chardonnay Los Carneros Clare 2007
93 points | $60 | 370 cases made | White
Elegant and refined, fresh, rich, intense and vibrant, with a tight, 

complex core of citrus-laced green apple, pineapple, melon 

and honeysuckle, ending with a kiss of butterscotch. Drink now 

through 2015.—J.L.

LEWIS
Chardonnay Napa Valley Reserve 2008
93 points | $65 | 450 cases made | White
Complex, rich and full-bodied, with layers of ripe fig, melon, hon-

eysuckle, and spice, unfolding gracefully, gaining depth and nu-

ance and finishing with a cleansing aftertaste. Drink now through 

2014.—J.L.

SBRAGIA FAMILY
Chardonnay Napa Valley Gamble Ranch Vineyard 2007
93 points | $40 | 1,058 cases made | White
Remarkably complex and layered, full-bodied, elegant and pol-

ished, with tiers of nectarine, peach, melon and light toasty oak. 

Offers a broad range of flavors while remaining delicate, ending 

with a clean finish. Drink now through 2014.—J.L.

BERINGER
Chardonnay Napa Valley Private Reserve 2008
92 points | $37 | 22,119 cases made | White
Big, ripe and complex, with full-bodied apple, melon, pear and 

citrus notes that gain depth and turn creamy in texture, picking 

up a dash of anise and cedar on the finish. Drink now through 

2014.—J.L.

DUMOL
Chardonnay Russian River Valley Isobel 2007
92 points | $60 | 1,170 cases made | White
Fresh and vibrant, complex and layered, with apple turnover, 

spice, fig and honeydew melon flavors that are intense and 

full-bodied, gaining depth and richness on the finish. Drink now 

through 2014.—J.L.

PAUL HOBBS
Chardonnay Sonoma Mountain Richard Dinner  
Vineyard 2008
92 points | $65 | 422 cases made | White

Intense and focused on pure, ripe, mineral-laced apple, melon and 

floral honeysuckle scents. Full-bodied, layered, rich and concen-

trated, this exhibits a vibrant, youthful personality. Drink now 

through 2014.—J.L.
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TOLLOT-BEAUT
Corton-Charlemagne 2007
96 points | $110 | 30 cases imported | White
The oak is immediate, yet there’s a lot of substance underneath, 

and the overall impact is impressive. Toast and pastry notes 

mingle with lemon, apple and mineral, all matched to an intense, 

concentrated profile. Offers superb balance and length. Best from 

2013 through 2028. From France.—B.S.

OLIVIER LEFLAIVE
Bâtard-Montrachet 2007
95 points | $320 | 60 cases imported | White
This creamy white exudes pastry and Key lime pie aromas and fla-

vors, accented by toast and mineral. Though powerful, its weight 

is tempered by the bracing structure. It all converges on the reso-

nant aftertaste. Best from 2014 through 2033. From France.—B.S.

RAMONET
Chevalier-Montrachet 2007
95 points | $225 | 15 cases imported | White
Shy on the nose at the moment, but the flavors evoke high-toned 

lime, white flowers, apple and pastry flavors that build in intensity 

on the elegant framework, with fine length. A classy white that 

needs time to show all its facets. Best from 2014 through 2030. 

From France.—B.S.

ALPHA OMEGA
Chardonnay Napa Valley 2007
94 points | $52 | 925 cases made | White
A seductive style that’s smooth, rich and creamy, with zingy 

acidity adding vibrancy to the layers of ripe fig, melon and baked 

apple, finishing with a hint of butterscotch and a long, layered fin-

ish. Drink now through 2015. From California.—J.L.
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HOT WINES
These are the most exciting discoveries from our editors’ most recent tastings, pub-

lished exclusively in Wine Spectator Insider. They are high-scoring, low-production 

wines from around the world that may be difficult to find, but are worth seeking out.

Wine Spectator’s tasting staff includes 14 people in three offic-

es. They work together to review more than 18,000 wines each 

year, more than any other publication. Together, our seven 

senior tasters count more than 140 years of tasting experience. 

 We always taste wine blind in our offices in Napa, New York 

and Tuscany. This is your guarantee that our reviews are fair 

and objective, and that a wine’s reputation or price does not in-

fluence its score. Each editor specializes in the wines of specific 

regions; their initials identify the taster of each wine reviewed. 

We score wines using the 100-point scale, explained below.
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95–100 Classic
90–94 Outstanding
85–89 Very good
80–84 Good
75–79 Mediocre
50–74 Not recommended
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