
2014 Blending Petit Verdot from Stagecoach in Atlas Peak and Merlot from 

Newton Vineyard in Spring Mountain, we are able to achieve a unique 

wine with incredible balance. An explosion of  coffee bean, spicy lilac and 

thyme soar from the glass with fresh plum and blackberry flavors coating 

the palate. The subtle, elegant Merlot perfectly complements the Petit 

Verdot and its powerful soul.

Winemaker Notes:
“2014 was a dream vintage, with quality along the lines of 2012 and 2013.  
Everything ripened in early- to mid-August, including CabernetSauvignon, which usually 
ripens much later. Napa Valley’s harvest was unusually early, not surprising given the 
state’s ongoing drought, which was so extreme that the cover crops in many vineyards never 
took hold. Substantial rain in late February and early March relieved most of the stress and 
set the vines up for a vigorous start. “Early” was the key word all season, from budbreak 
to veraison to harvest.The vintage proved to be a balance between 2012 and 2013. We 
had some heat spikes that delayed the phenolic ripeness and forced us to push extraction 
quite hard. The ripeness was there, but the color and tannins really took time to come out. 
Our 2014 red wines are powerful but with great structure. Patience was the key to this 
vintage.”     -Jean Hoefliger

Color:  deep dark black ink with black cherry and English lavender

On the nose:  explosion of  coffee bean, spicy lilac and thyme with 

touches of  cedar, cherry filling, clay and bacon

On the palate:  velvety round entrance with granular tannins and touches 

of  cherry pits balanced with cassis jam lingering on fresh plums with 

touches of  violet and blackberries

Blend:  50% Petit Verdot, 50% Merlot

Fermentation: 50% barrel fermented, 50% stainless steel tank fermented

Aging:  20 months, 60% new French oak, 40% neutral French oak 

Vineyards:  Stagecoach, Newton

Case Production:  554

Alcohol by Volume: 14.8%
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